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INTRODUCTION  TO  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1949 


General 

It  is  now  possible  to  review  a complete  year  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Acts  and  discuss  briefly  the  Public  Health  Services 
under  the  scheme.  It  has  been  a significant  feature  that  in  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  no  mention  has  been  made  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  role  he  has  to  play.  One  wonders 
what  was  in  the  minds  of  those  who  conceived  the  Act. 

I feel  that  the  main  function  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  is  to 
endeavour  to  obtain  some  order  out  of  the  existing  chaos,  especially 
in  the  field  of  Infectious  Disease  and  Tuberculosis.  Few  Medical 
Officers  of  Health,  to-day,  know  what  is  going  into  or  coming  out  of 
the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals,  and  even  less  about  the  Tuber- 
culosis scheme  apart  from  the  grave  fact  of  the  alarming  increased 
incidence  of  the  disease.  There  is  something  radically  wrong  with  a 
scheme  which  divorces  entirely  the  one  person  versed  in  Social 
medicine,  who  knows  fully,  the  domestic,  economic  and  social  back- 
ground of  the  people  ; who  is  the  link  with  the  Housing  Department 
and  who  is  responsible  for  schemes  promoted  towards  prevention  of 
illness. 

Infantile  Mortality 

A serious  feature  of  1949  is  the  sudden  rise  in  the  Infant  Mor- 
tality figure  for  the  Burgh  of  Falkirk.  In  1948  the  figures  were  37  per 
1 ,000  live  births,  in  1949  it  has  risen  to  50.  It  is  quite  natural  that  one 
should  seek  some  explanation  for  this  increase,  and  an  investigation 
of  the  causes  of  death  reveals  one  or  two  interesting  features.  First  of 
all  there  is  a marked  rise  in  the  number  of  Infant  Deaths  certified  as 
“ Piematurity  I do  feel  that  at  this  stage  no  conclusion  can  be 
drawn  from  the  information  available,  and  I consider  here  is  a field 
for  research.  There  must  be  some  cause  for  the  inci eased  Prematurity 
figures  and  probably  some  means  may  be  found  to  prevent  Premature 
deaths.  I think  it  is  definitely  a matter  worthy  of  some  closer  atten- 
tion. Of  the  total  of  33  Infant  Deaths,  20.  were  certified  as  Congenital 
Debility  and/or  Premature  Births,  etc.  In  the  second  place,  of  the 
remaining  thirteen,  eight  were  certified  as  dying  from  Pneumonia, 
which  seems  to  be  a somewhat  high  figure  considering  that  1949  was 
not  noted  for  its  incidence  cf  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough.  An 
endeavour  was  made  to  obtain  from  the  practitioners  some  features 
of  the  cases,  but,  naturally  enough,  little  information  could  be 
supplied.  Here,  again,  I feel  some  research  would  be. of  advantage 
either  of  the  family  history,  or  the  social  conditions  contributing  to 
the  incidence  of  Pneumonia. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

The  numbers  continue  to  rise  and  the  response  is  fairly  satis- 
factory. It  is  hoped  that  the  suggested  association  between  Immuni- 
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sation  and  Poliomyelitis  will  not  cause  a falling  off.  A notable  feature 
of  1949  is  that  no  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  within  the  Burgh. 

Infectious  Diseases 

During  1949  there  was  no  particular  epidemic  of  Infectious 
Disease,  rather  was  there  a reduction  of  the  number  of  cases  com- 
pared with  previous  years.  There  was  no  notified  case  of  Diphtheria 
during  1949  as  has  been  noted  above.  Sixty-seven  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  were  notified  as  compared  with  189  in  1948.  There  was  a drop 
in  the  incidence  of  Measles  from  432  in  1948  to  120  in  1949.  There  was, 
however,  a marked  increase  in  the  number  of  Influenzal  Pneumonia, 
also  Primary  Pneumonia,  to  71  in  1949  compared  with  52  in  1948. 
There  was  several  cases  of  Dysentery  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
those  figures  were  slightly  increasing.  The  organisms  isolated  was 
of  the  Sonne  type. 

Tuberculosis 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  difficulty  under  the  new 
service  of  the  somewhat  divided  control.  Again,  I would  emphasize 
how  necessary  it  is  to  deal  with  this  problem  on  a much  wider  scale 
and  get  away  from  this  unfortunate  regionalisation.  I feel  sure  that 
if  some  attempt  were  made  to  pool  the  available  beds  in  the  country 
and  grade  the  Sanatoria  accommodation  to  the  various  stages  of  the 
disease  and  place  the  patients  accordingly,  then,  I do  feel  it  would 
be  much  better  than  the  existing  system  of  having  so  many  cases  of 
open  Tuberculosis  awaiting  Sanatorium  accommodation,  living  at 
home  under  most  unfavourable  conditions  and  in  close  contact  with 
young  children.  It  is  definitely  the  responsibility  of  the  Local  Health 
Authorities  under  the  Act  to  take  whatever  means  possible  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  the  disease,  but  any  attempts  promoted,  so  far,  under 
the  Scheme  are  minimized  by  the  existing  system. 

There  is  a very  grave  need  for  some  type  of  home  for  the  Sub- 
standard children  who  we  might  say  are  potential  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis. I feel  here  that  there  is  a great  opportunity  to  provide  those 
children  with  a resistance  to  infection  by  giving  them  conditions  ot 
living  and  feeding  which  will  bring  them  up  to  good  standard  ot 
health.  Local  Health  Authorities  should  act  promptly  in  this  matter 
Unless  something  is  done  to  reduce  the  number  of  sub-standard 
children,  then  the  next  generation  will  be  very  much  below  the 
standard  required  to  maintain  the  economy  of  the  country. 

Housing 

Good  housing  ensures  good  health,  and  it  is  a pity  that  we  are 
forced  to  go  so  slowly  with  re-housing  the  people.  Is  there  no  way  at 
all  of  increasing  the  number  of  new  houses  allocated  to  each  area  . 
One  wonders  how  long  it  will  be  before  the  slum  property  can  be 
demolished  and  the  people  re-housed  in  houses  in  which  they  can  take 


a pride  rather  than  suffer  the  frustration  of  trying  to  make  the  best  of 
a bad  house. 

Considering  the  number  of  houses  available,  I am  most  grateful 
to  the  Housing  Department  for  the  number  of  people  re-housed  by 
reason  of  ill  health. 

Midwifery  Services 

The  scheme  under  the  new  Act  seems  to  be  operating  quite 
satisfactory.  A number  of  the  staff  are  now  trained  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  service  will 
be  extended  in  the  near  future. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING  SERVICE 

During  the  past  year  the  service  under  the  supervision  of  Miss 
Stewart  has  been  efficiently  carried  out.  I would  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  my  appreciation  for  the  co-operation  and  support. 
I do  know  that  there  have  been  many  difficulties  associated  with  the 
service  and  despite  this  no  words  of  protest  have  ever  been  uttered. 

The  question  of  accommodation  has  been  ever  present,  and  I can 
now  report  that  the  Council  has  purchased  a dwelling-house  to 
accommodate  13  of  the  nurses  in  addition  to  those  accommodated  in 
the  nurses’  home  in  Orchard  Street.  This  inci eased  accommodation 
will  permit  augmentation  of  the  staff  and  the  re-allocation  of  duties 
and  will  certainly  help  to  relieve  the  pressure  of  work  on  those 
already  over- worked  nursing  sisters. 


I wish  to  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  : — 

Mr.  French,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  Report  on  Factories, 
Food  Supplies,  and  other  relevant  information. 

Mr.  Gibson,  Burgh  Engineer,  for  his  Report  on  the  Sewage 
Works. 

Professor  Mackie  and  Dr.  Carter  for  their  Reports  on  Bacteri- 
ological Examinations  carried  out  on  the  Burgh  of  Falkirk. 

I also  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  to 
Dr.  Barr  for  her  valuable  assistance  and  co-opeiation  in  the  work  of 
the  Department. 


Principal  Epidemic  Diseases 


Principal  Statistical  Facts  showing  Falkirk’s  position  for 

the  Year  1949 


Population  (Total  at  30th 
June,  1949) 

Birth-rate  per  1 ,000 

Death-rate  .... 

All  Tuberculosis  

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 


Total  Deaths 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  .... 

Influenza  .... 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 


Illegitimate  Births  per  cent 
of  Total  Births  .... 

Infant  Mortality  .... 

Total  Births 

Deaths  from  all  Peurperal 
Causes  .... 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 
Sepsis 

Deaths  from  other  Puer- 
peral Conditions 


n 43 

o 

CX.tJ 


43 

!§ 

Q°. 


All  Puerperal  Conditions 
Puerperal  Sepsis 


Scotland 

Large  Burghs 

Falkirk 

5,175,020 

2,800,202 

38,449 

18-5 

18-5 

17-1 

12-3 

12-5 

11-5 

3,484 

2,377 

23 

3,084 

2,119 

20 

63,488 

34,989 

444 

22 

12 

— 

5 

2 

96 

51 

14 

7 

— 

398 

226 

6 

4,685 

3,029 

49 

5-5 

5-3 

5 • 8 

41 

44 

50 

95,674 

51,900 

659 

126 

73 

1 

24 

14 

— 

102 

59 

1 

1-3 

1-4 

1 -5 

0-3 

0-3 

— 

11 

11 

1 -5 

COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS 
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Comparative  Table  of  Births  for  the  past  Ten  Years 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Illegitimate 

Birth- 

rate 

Percentage 

Illegitimate 

1939 

303 

297 

600 

20 

12-4 

3-3 

1940 

322 

283 

605 

28 

15-4 

4-6 

1941 

317 

289 

606 

31 

13-6 

5 • 1 

1942 

311 

295 

606 

37 

12-8 

6-1 

1943 

297 

292 

589 

40 

14-9 

6-8 

1944 

337 

329 

666 

59 

15-0 

8*9 

1945 

297 

286 

583 

38 

14-6 

6 • 5 

1946 

431 

349 

780 

54 

20-3 

6-9 

1947 

399 

405 

804 

31 

20-9 

3-9 

1948 

379 

328 

707 

31 

18-4 

4-4 

1949 

354 

305 

659 

38 

17-1 

5-8  | 

Comparative  Table  of  Infantile  Deaths  for  the  past 
Ten  Years 


Year 

Number  of  Deaths 

Deaths  of  Infants 
per  1000  Births 

1939 

45 

75-0 

1940 

34 

56  • 0 

1941 

29 

48-0 

1942 

32 

53  • 0 

1943 

31 

53  • 0 

1944 

30 

45-0 

1945 

36 

62-0 

1946 

45 

58-0 

1947 

34 

42-0 

1948 

26 

37-0 

1949 

33 

50-0 

Comparative  Table  of  Deaths  for  the  past  Ten  Years 


Year 

Number  of  Deaths 
Registered 

Death-rate 

Population 

1939 

429 

11-2 

38,212 

1940 

499 

14-0 

35,643 

1941 

424 

12-3 

34,500 

1942 

394 

11-6 

34,000 

1943 

453 

13*5 

33,663 

1944 

462 

13-6 

33,971 

1945 

453 

13-2 

34,227 

1946 

461 

12-7 

36,700 

1947 

454 

13-0 

38,435 

1948 

435 

12*5 

38,499 

1949 

593 

12-7 

38,449 
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FALKIRK  TOWN  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING  SERVICE 


Summary  of  Work  from  1st  January — 31st  December,  1949 


(e)  Home  Nursing 

Cases  carried  forward  from  previous  year  ... 
New  Cases  


Results 


Convalescent 
Transferred  to  Hospital 

Died  

Remaining  on  Register 


93 

780 


873 


650 

43 

62 

118 


873 


Nature  of  New 

Medical  .... 

Surgical 

Maternity 

Casual 


(d)  Health 

Ante-Natal 

Post-Natal  

Infants 

Children,  1-5  years  .... 

Infectious  Diseases  Contacts 
T uber  culosis — Supervisory 
Tuberculosis — Nursing 


Cases  Nursed 


450 

Visits  19,748 

156 

3,921 

174 

3,348 

■ — 

117 

780 

27,134 

Visiting 

1st  visit. 

Re-visit. 

Total. 

409 

842 

1,251 

650 

151 

801 

650 

6,473 

7,123 

81 

8,723 

8,804 

38 

78 

116 

— 

— 

1,600 

— 

— 

489 

1,828  16,267 


20,184 
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(b)  CLINIC  ATTENDANCES 


Kerse 

Lane 

Ante-Natal 
Infants  .... 
Children,  1- 

No.  of 
Patients. 

....  480 

....  425 

-5  yrs.  142 

No.  of 
Visits. 

560 

1,900 

623 

Tuberculosis  ... 
Do.  Contacts 
Light  therapy  ... 
Scabies  

No.  of 
Patients. 

161 

992 

106 

34 

No.  of 
Visits. 

1,403 

1,734 

3,376 

86 

1,047 

3,083 

1,293 

6,599 

(8) 

IMMUNISATION 

AND  VACCINATION 

Diphtheria 

Immunisation 

A.P.T. — 

1st  Injection 
2nd  Injection.  .... 
Boosting  Dose 
T.A.F. — 

1st  Injection  .... 
2nd  Injection 
3rd  Injection 


16 

9 

1 

3 

1 

1 


Whooping  Cough  and 
Diphtheria  Immunisation 

D.P.P.— 

1st  Injection 
2nd  Injection 
3rd  Injection 
Whooping  Cough 
1st  Injection 
2nd  Injection 
3rd  Injection 


200 

186 

186 

13 

4 

10 


Vaccinations,  46 


Infants 

Children 


Camelon 


No.  of 
Patients. 

72 

35 


107 


No.  of 
Visits. 

861 

391 

1,252 


Diphtheria 

Immunisation 

A.P.T.— 

1st  Injection  .... 

2nd  Injection 
Boosting  Dose 


Whooping  Cough  and 
Diphtheria  Immunisation 

D.P.P. — 


1st  Injection 
2nd  Injection 
3rd  Injection 


Whooping  Cough 


1st  Injection 
2nd  Injection 
3rd  Injection 
Vaccinations 


6 

3 

8 

36 


133 

114 

86 


\ 
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(c)  DOMESTIC  HELPS 


(1 ) Number  of  Helps  employed  at  end  of  year— 

Whole-time  ....  4 

Part-time  ....  ....  g 

(2)  Number  of  Homes  assisted  during  the  year  ....  112 

(3)  Average  period  of  assistance  5 weeks 


(f)  REPORT  ON  MIDWIFERY  CASES 
From  1st  January— 31st  December,  1949 


Number  of  Midwifery  cases  ....  174 

Number  of  cases  where  doctor  was  present  at  birth  41 

Number  of  cases  where  medical  aid  was  sent  for  during  labour 

or  puerperim  ....  ....  ....  34 

Number  of  cases  where  medical  aid  was  sent  for,  for  infants  10 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital — 

Before  delivery  ....  ....  j 

After  delivery  ....  ....  9 

Number  of  Forcep  deliveries  ....  ....  3 

Number  of  mothers  in  whom  a temperature  of  100°F.  or  more 
vas  observed  on  any  two  occasions  and  was  sustained  for 
24  hours  ....  j 

Number  of  Still  births  9 

Number  of  infants  dying  within  48  hours  after  birth  ....  5 
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(a)  CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
(1)  Ante-natal  and  post-natal  service 


No.  of  Clinics 
provided  at  end 
of  year  whether 
held  at  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  or 
other  premises 

No.  of  women 
who  attended  at 
the  Clinics  during 
the  year 

Total  No.  of 
attendances  made 
by  women  during  ( 
the  year 

Local  Health  Authority  Clinics — 
Ante-natal  Clinics  ... 
Post-natal  Clinics 

Clinics  provided  by  Voluntary 
Organisations — 

Ante-natal  Clinics 
Post-natal  Clinics 

1 

480 

560 

(2)  Child  Welfare  Clinics 

No.  of  Clinics 
provided  at  end 
of  year 

No.  of  children 
who  attended 
the  Clinics 
during  year 

No.  of  children 
who  first  attended 
the  Clinics  during 
year  and  who  on 
the  date  of  their 
first  attendance 
were  : — 

Total  No.  of 
attendances  made 
during  year  by  i 
children  who  a* 
end  of  year 
were  : — 

Under  1 
year  of 
age 

Over  1 
year  of 
age 

Under  1 
year  of 
age 

Over  1 l 
year  of  , 
age  j 

Local  Health 
Authority  Clinics 

Clinics  provided 
by  Voluntary 
Organisations 

2 

674 

279 

69 

2761 

1014 

Day  Nurseries  (including  24-hour  Nurseries)  as  at  end  of  Year 
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(f)  MIDWIFERY 


(i)  Total  No.  of  births  occurring  in  the  area 'during  year— that  is 
before  correction  for  mother’s. residence — Live  Births,  1,286  ; Still 
Births,  48;  Total  1,334.  (ii)  Total  No.  of  births  in  (i)  occurring  m 
institutions  (including  private  maternity  homes),  1,140.  (m)  lotai 

No.  of  births  in  (i)  occurring  at  home,  194.  (iv)  No.  of  births  m (m) 
classified  to  show  nature  of  attendance  at  birth  : — 


Cases  dealt  with  under  Section 
23  (2)  of  the  National  Health 
Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947 

Other  domiciliary  ' 

cases 

1 

Doctor 
engaged 
and 
present 
at  con- 
finement 

Doctor 
engaged 
and  not 
present 
at  con- 
finement 

Midwife 

alone 

(no 

doctor 

engaged) 

Doctor 

engaged 

Midwife 

alone 

(no 

doctor 

engaged) 

Without 

doctor 

or 

midwife 

Total 

(a)  Midwives  employed  by 
the  Authority  (includ- 
ing those  engaged  on  a 
fee-per-case  basis) 

34 

152 

4 

4 

194 

(b)  Midwives  employed  by 
Voluntary  Organisa- 
tions .... 

§f 

1 

— 

— 

— . 

- 

(c)  Midwives  employed  by 
Hospital  Boards  of 
Management  .... 





— 

— 

— 

- 

(d)  Private  practising  mid- 
wives .... 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

- 

(e)  Totals  .... 

34 

152 

4 

— 

— 

4 

194 

(v)  Medical  Aid  under  Section  22  (1)  of  the  Midwives 
(Scotland)  Act,  1915)— No.  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was 
summoned  during  the  year  under  Section  22  (1)  of  the  Midwives 
(Scotland)  Act,  1915,  by  a Midwife  (a)  for  Domiciliary  cases,  34. 
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(vi)  (f)  Administration  of  Analgesics— (a)  No.  of  midwives  in 
practice  in  the  area  qualified  to  administer  Analgesics  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Scotland 
(i)  Domiciliary,  3 ; (ii)  in  Institutions,  nil ; Total,  3.  (b)  No.  of 

domiciliary  midwives  who  received  their  training  during  the  year, 
nil.  (c)  No.  of  sets  of  Apparatus  for  the  administration  of  Analgesics 
in  use  at  31st  December,  1949,  by  Domiciliary  Midwives  employed 
by  the  Authority,  or  employed  by  voluntary  organisations  in  the 
Authority's  area,  1.  (d)  No.  on  order  at  31st  December,  1949, 

ml.  (e)  No.  of  cases  in  which  Analgesics  were  administered  by  Mid- 
wives in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year,  nil.  (f)  No.  of  cars  in 
use  by  midwives  at  31st  December,  1949,  nil. 


(d)  HEALTH  VISITING 


No.  of  Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  during  year 

Exp« 

Mot 

:ctant 

;hers 

Children  under 
1 year  of  age 

Children 
between  the 
ages  of  1 and  5 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

Health  Visitors 
employed  by  the 
Authority 

239 

239 

650 

6,473 

81 

8,723 

Tuberculosis 

Cases 

Other 

Cases 

Total 

Visits 

Paid 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

43 

1,600 

38 

116 

17,151 

Health  Visitors 
employed  by 
Voluntary 
Organisations  .... 

Nil 

16 


(e)  HOME  NURSING 


No.  of  Cases  attended  by 
Home  Nurses  under 
arrangements  made  under 
this  Section 

(exclusive  of  midwifery) 

No.  of  Visits  paid  by 
Nurses  to  these  Cases 

Home  Nurses  employed 

directly  by  the  Authority 

606 

23,786 

Home  Nurses  employed  by 

Voluntary  Organisations 

— 

— 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  FOR  SCOTLAND 
Name  of  Local  Health  Authority  Burgh  of  Falkirk 
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MILK  SUPPLY 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  and  contacts  of  Tuber- 
culosis occasioned  the  use  in  the  amount  of  milk  supplied.  With  the 
present  trend  of  incidence  of  the  Tuberculosis  it  is  apparent  that  milk 
supplies  will  be  furthei  increased.  Undoubtedly  it  is  well  invested 
money,  especially  in  the  case  of  the  child  contacts  where  the  lowered 
resistance  calls  for  such  active  treatment. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

The  furthering  of  the  Health  Education  has  been  one  of  the 
features  of  the  past  year  and  a series  of  film-lecture-demonstrations 
was  arranged.  Those  meetings  were  well  attended,  and  the  enthusiasm 
with  which  they  were  appreciated  by  the  audience  made  the  effort 
well  worth  while.  There  is  the  closest  co-operation  between  the 
Scottish  Council  for  Health  Education  and  the  Local  Health  Auth- 
ority and  I express  my  sincerest  thanks  to  the  organisers  of  the 
Scottish  Council  for  Health  Education  for  the  invaluable  assistance 
they  give  in  arranging  the  meetings. 

During  the  year  a new  departure  was  the  arranging  of  a series 
of  meetings  under  the  Clean  Food  Handling  Campaign,  when  Dr. 
Mearns,  Senior  Lecturer  in  Public  Health  for  the  University  of 
Glasgow  and  Medical  Adviser  to  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health 
Education  talked  to  specified  trades  on  the  handling  of  food  and  the 
dangers  associated  with  carelessness.  Those  meetings  were  well 
attended  and  I do  feel  some  follow-up  should  be  arranged  and  not  let 
the  advice,  etc.,  lie  dormant. 

HOME  AND  DOMESTIC  HELPS 

It  is  now  possible  to  consider  this  service  after  being  in  operation 
a full  year.  This  is  the  youngest  member  of  the  family,  but  has  out- 
stripped its  elders  and  is  growing  beyond  our  anticipation.  The 
demand  has  increased  and  the  people  are  now  realising  how  compe- 
tent a service  it  is.  It  must  be  mentioned  here  that  the  increasing 
demand  for  Domestic  Helps  is  occasioned  largely  by  the  grave  lack 
of  accommodation  for  those  elderly  people  who  require  care  and 
attention.  It  is  time  something  was  done  to  provide  suitable  super- 
vised accommodation  for  those  people,  not  in  the  nature  of  an 
Institution,  but  something  like  a home  of  their  own.  There  is  nothing 
more  depressing  than  to  see  old  people  herded  together  in  an  Insti- 
tution. I do  hope  that  we  here  will  do  all  we  can  to  make  the  latter 
days  of  those  goodly  folk  comfortable. 

From  an  administrative  stand  point,  the  supervision  of  the 
Domestic  Help  Service  is  almost  a full-time  job,  and  I visualise  the 
necessity  for  a Superviser  to  run  the  scheme. 

DAY  NURSERIES 

There  is  little  now  to  add  to  the  previous  report  on  the  Day  Nurse- 
ries, except  that  they  continue  to  fulfil  their  function.  They  are  very 
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efficiently  run  by  the  Staff  and,  judging  by  the  waiting  list,  it  is 
evident  that  the  demand  for  such  a service  is  ever  present  in  the 
community.  It  is  a great  lelief  to  patents  to  realise  that  their  children 
are  safe,  in  the  care  of  responsible  people  during  the  hours  when  the 
mother’s  attention  is  taken  up  by  domestic  economy.  . So  easy  is  it 
for  the  ever-roving  child  to  set  out  on  an  expedition,  exploring 
pastures  new  as  it  were,  venturing  out  to  highways  and  running  the 
risk  of  terminating  his  young  life  as  has  so  often  happened  in  the  past. 
It  is  not  advisable  to  limit  the  admission  to  the  Day  Nurseries  to  those 
families  where  both  parents  are  employed,  but,  so  far  as  possible, 
consideration  should  be  given  to  the  home  circumstances  as  a quali- 
fication for  admission. 

I would  still  advocate  the  necessity  for  a Residential  Nursery. 
As  in  the  past,  I have  emphasized  so  strongly  the  difficulties  attend- 
ant on  mothers  who  require  to  leave  the  home  for  surgical  or  obstet- 
rical reasons  and  the  worry  of  the  disposal  of  her  family  during  her 
absence  does  not  contribute  to  her  speedy  recovery.  So  often  are  the 
children  injured  psychologically  as  a result  of  inadequate  and 
unsuitable  supervision  during  this  time. 


Provision  of  Materials  given  out  to  Local  Practitioners  for 
Immunisation  Purposes 

Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid 260  c.c.s. 

Diphtheria  Pertussis  Prophylactic  ...  ...  ....  427  c.c.s. 

Whooping  Cough  Vaccine  254  c.c.s. 


Eleven  females  and  one  male  who  were  suffering  from  Diabetes 
were  supplied  with  insulin  in  tubes  of  : — 


Provision  of  Insulin 


20  units  per  c.c. 
80  units  per  c.c. 


122 

6 


Protamine  Zinc  Insulin 


40  units  per  c.c. 

Total  number  of  tubes  issued 


265 

393 
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Return  of  Cases  notified  during  year  in  which  diagnosis  of  Tuberculosis  has  been  confirmed 
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Return  of  Number  of  Persons  who  Died  from  Tuberculosis  in  the  area  during  the  year  with 
particulars  as  to  period  elapsing  between  Notification  and  Death  and  between  Discharge  from 

an  Institution  and  Death 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Occupation  of  53  Cases  notified  in  1949 


Ledger  Clerk 
Housewife 
Clerkess  .... 
Engineer 
Schoolgirl 

Aluminium  Worker 
Shop  Assistant  .... 
No  occupation  .... 
Infant 
Craneman 
Furnaceman 
Motor  Mechanic 
Moulder  .... 
Schoolboy 
Seaman  .... 
Bookbinder 
Sendee  Case 
Laundress 
Factory  Worker 
Student  .... 

Process  Worker 
Civil  Servant 
Stableman 
Motor  Engineer 
Joiner 


Pulmonary. 

1 

6 

1 

3 

1 

2 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total  38 


Non-Pulmonarv. 

1 

3 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

15 


Tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  Year 
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Pneumonia  (not  otl 

% 

Poliomyelitis,  Acute 

Puerperal  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhoid  Fever  .... 

Para-Typhoid  A 

Para-Typhoid  B 

Whooping  Cough 

Infective  Hepatitis 

Total 

N.B. — There  were  eight  cases  of  Measles  and  Pneumonia  notified  during  the  year. 

There  was  one  case  of  Whooping  Cough  and  Pneumonia  notified  during  the  year. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  EACH  MONTH 
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YEAR  1949 


Infectious  Diseases 

Ward 

1 

Ward 

2 

Ward 

3 

Ward 

4 

Ward 

5 

Total 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

4 

Erysipelas 

1 

4 

1 

2 

3 

11 

Measles 

22 

10 

34 

28 

26 

120 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Influenzal  Pneumonia.  .. 

9 

3 

6 

5 

9 

32 

Primary  Pneumonia  .... 

18 

11 

7 

21 

14 

71 

Pneumonia  (not  otherwise 
notifiable) 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

9 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .... 

rr  ' 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

- 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

14 

11 

10 

16 

16 

67 

*Tuberculosis — Pulmonary 

9 

4 

8 

11 

6 

38 

^Tuberculosis — Non-Pulmonary 

2 

2 

4 

5 

2 

15 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

— 

-V 

— 

1 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

— 

— ' 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

83 

52 

72 

91 

79 

377 

Notified  cases  of  Tuberculois  included. 
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Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  Ten  Years 


Disease  1 

940 

941 

942  1 

943  1 

944  1 

945  1 

946  1 

947  1 

948  1 

.949 

Diphtheria 

40 

34 

22 

33 

103 

82 

54 

47 

36 

1 

Erysipelas 

7 

11 

20 

33 

24 

14 

17 

16 

18 

11 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

18 

47 

94 

201 

97 

60 

93 

189 

67 

Puerperal  Fever  .... 

5 

3 

4 

4 

3 

4 

4 

7 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

7 

3 

2 

10 

12 

6 

4 

1 

2 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

25 

22 

9 

1 

1 

1 

6 

4 

5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

6 

— 

2 

— 

4 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 



9 

— 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

Primary  Pneumonia 

63 

22 

28 

49 

48 

46 

79 

66 

52 

71 

Influenzal  Pneumonia  .... 

12 

7 

25 

15 

1 

— 

4 

6 

32 

Pneumonia  (otherwise  not 

5 

4 

6 

4 

4 

9 

notifiable) 

— 

1 

2 

37 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Chickenpox 

101 

405 

82 

21 

8 

4 

16 

Dysentery 

432 

120 

Measles 

598 

38 

381 

27 

367 

178 

523 

33 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

2 

2 

5 

12 

17 

9 

1 

1 

Undulant  Fever  .... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 





1 

6 

1 

Para-Typhoid  Fever  B .... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

. 

1 

Typhoid  Fever  .... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

on , 

Totals 

789 

162 

542 

288 

892 

893 

842 

315 

762 

32' 

___ 

Tuberculosis  notifications  not  included. 
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BURGH  OF  FALKIRK 

Bacteriological  Examinations  carried  out  for  the  Burgh  of 
Falkirk  Public  Health  Department  and  Practitioners  in  the 
Burgh  by  the  Bacteriology  Department,  University  of 
Edinburgh,  from  January  to  December,  1949 

Total  number  of  examinations,  659 


Swabs  from  throat,  nose  and  ear  examined  for  B. 

diphtheriae 

Positive. 

Total. 

119 

Swabs  from  throat,  nose  and  ear  examined  for  hae- 
molytic streptococci  and  other  pathogenic 
organisms  .... 

203 

Positive — Haemolytic  streptococci — 76 
Sputum  examined  for  B.  tuberculosis  by  the  mi- 
croscopic method  .... 

34 

176 

Urine,  faeces  and  pus  examined  for  B.  tuberculosis  by 
the  microscopic  method 

1 

11 

Cultivation  test  for  B.  tuberculosis*  (sputum  and 
other  specimens)  .... 

2 

16 

Animal  inoculation  test  for  B.  tuberculosis  (sputum 
and  other  specimens)  

2 

12 

Ceiebio  spinal  fluid  for  general  bacteriological  exam- 
ination (including  examination  for  B.  tuber- 
culosis by  the  microscopic  method 

11 

Positive — B.  influenzae — 1 
Sputum  for  general  bacteriological  examination 

3 

Pus  for  general  bacteriological  examination,  includ- 
ing exudates  from  wounds 

\ 

6 

Urine  for  general  bacteriological  examination 



19 

Faeces  and  urine  examined  for  organisms  of  Sal- 
monella and  dysentery  groups  .... 

32 

Positive — B.  aertrycke — 1 
Blood  for  Widal  reaction  (including  B.  abortus 
agglutination  test)  

1 

7 

Blood  for  culture  (general) 

1 

Blood  clot  cultures  from  specimens  submitted  for 
Widal  leaction 

2 

Blood  for  Wassermann  reaction 

1 

9 

Syphilis  flocculation  reaction — method  of  Bacteri- 
ology Department,  University  of  Edinburgh 

9 

Kahn  “ verification  ” test  for  syphilis 



2 

Paul-Bunnell  test  for  glandular  fever 

2 

7 

Blood  examined  for  agglutination  of  Leptospira 
icterohaemorrhagiae 

1 

32 


Positive.  Totals. 

Blood  examined  for  agglutination,  of  Leptospira 
canicola 

Swabs  examined  for  thrush  fungus  .... 

Streptomycin  sensitivity  tests  . .. 

Food  specimens  for  general  bacteriological  examina- 
tion .... 

Miscellaneous  examinations  

659 


* Negative  by  microscopic  method. 


BURGH  OF  FALKIRK 


Bacteriological  Examinations  carried  out  for  the  Burgh  of 
Falkirk  by  the  Glasgow  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  from 
26th  October  to  31st  December,  1950 


Diphtheria — swabs  ....  

Haemolytic  streptococci— swabs  .... 

Faeces  for  dysentery  group  (Sonne  3,  blexner 
Faeces  for  enteric  group 
Faeces  for  occult  blood 
Faeces  for  worms 

Urine  for  organisms,  etc 

Pus  for  organisms 

Swabs  from  vagina,  cervix,  for  organisms  ... 
Swabs  from  eyes,  for  organisms 

Tuberculosis  (microscopical)— 

Sputum  for  T.B.,  etc 

Urine  „ „ » 

Faeces 

Pus  „ „ 11 

C.S.  fluid  „ ,1 


— 19 

24  99 

5 48 

— 6 

— 1 
— 1 

— 12 

• 2 

— 3 

— - 2 


10  82 

— 40 

— 4 

— 6 

1 5 


Tuberculosis  (Guinea-pig  inoculation)— 
C.S.  fluid  .... 

Gastric  washings  .... 

Urine 

Faeces 

Pleural  exudate 
Milks 

Wassermann  Test — blood 
Paul-Bunnell  Test — blood 
Blood — culture 


2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

6 

1 

3 

3 


353 
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DEATHS  FROM  A PRINCIPAL  EPIDEMIC  DISEASE 

There  were  6 deaths  from  Influenza  during  the  year  1949,  there 
being  1 female  and  5 males.  This  was  equal  to  an  annual  death  rate 
of  0.16  per  1000  population. 

DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATES  IN  OTHER  PRINCIPAL 

DISEASES 

Tuberculosis — There  were  19  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis during  1949.  There  were  11  males  and  8 females.  This  was 
equal  to  an  annual  death  rate  of  0.54  per  1000  of  the  population. 

There  were  2 deaths  from  non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  durin^ 
the  year  1949. 

Pneumonia — There  were  20  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Pneu- 
monia during  1949,  of  which  14  were  males  and  6 females.  This  was 
equal  to  a death  rate  of  0.6  per  1000  of  the  population. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases — Including  Bronchitis,  there 
were  35  deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases.  There  were  24  males  and 
1 1 females.  The  figure  for  1948  was  32  deaths.  The  death  rate  for 
1949  was  1.0  per  1000  of  the  population,  while  that  of  1948  was  0.83 
per  1000  of  the  population. 

Cancer — There  were  73  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year — 
48  males  and  25  females — giving  an  annual  death  rate  of  2.1  per 
1000  of  the  population. . The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  during 
1948  was  71,  giving  a death  rate  of  1.8  per  1000  of  the  population. 

Vascular  Diseases— There  were  118  deaths  from  diseases  of 
the  heart,  of  which  68  were  males  and  50  females.  Cerebral  Haemorr- 
hage caused  60  deaths,  33  being  males  and  27  females.  Deaths  from 
other  circulatory  diseases  numbered  10,  there  being  4 males  and  6 
females.  The  total  number  of  deaths  from  Vascular  Diseases,  there- 
fore, is  188,  which  is  equal  to  an  annual  death  rate  of  5.3.  During  the 
year  1948  there  were  116  deaths  from  Vascular  Diseases.  Deaths 
from  Vascular  Diseases  account  for  42  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  in 
the  Burgh. 


PRINCIPAL  EPIDEMIC  DISEASES 

Scarlet  Fever — There  were  67  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified 
during  1949  as  compared  with  189  in  1948.  The  largest  number  of 
cases  occurred  in  December.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Scarlet 
Fever. 

I he  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows 

East  14 

West  11 

Middle  10 

North  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Camelon ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 
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Erysipelas— There  were  1 1 cases  of  Erysipelas  notified  during 
1949.  Three  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows 

East  ....  ••••  ••  \ 

West  ....  ....  - 7 

Middle  ....  ...  ) 

North  ....  ••••  •••• 

Camelon  ....  ••••  •••■  ^ 


Acute  Primary  Pneumonia — There  were  71  cases 
during  1949  as  compared  with  52  cases  notified  in  1948. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows 


East 

West 

Middle  .... 
North 
Camelon  .... 


18 

11 

7 

21 

14 


notified 


Influenzal  Pneumonia — There  were  32  cases  notified  during 


1949. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows 

East  ....  

West  ....  ••••  ••••  

Middle  

North  ....  ••••  •••■  

Camelon  .... 


Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia— There  were  4 
cases  notified  during  1949. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — ' 

East  * 

West  ....  ■•••  ••  2 

Middle  ....  

North  ....  ••••  ■•••  ••  ~T 

Camelon  ....  


Measles— There  were  120  cases  of  Measles  notified  in  1949. 
This  was  a marked  decrease  from  1948  when  432  cases  were  notified. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows 

East 
West 

Middle  .... 

North 
Camelon  .... 


10 

34 

28 

26 


35 


-There  were  9 


cases 


Pneumonia  not  otherwise  notifiable 

notified  during  the  year. 

The  W ard  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  • 

East 
West 
Middle 
North 
Camelon 

1949DySentery_ There  W6re  4 CaS6S  °f  Dysentery  notified  during 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  a,s  follows  • 

East  ...  , 

West 
Middle 
North 
Camelon 

Acute  Infective  Hepatitis 

the  year  1949. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  case  was  as  follows  ■— 

East  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis— There  were  38  cases  notified  dur- 
ing the  year  1949  compared  with  37  cases  during  the  year  1948. 

The  W ard  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : 

East  ....  ’ g 


There  was  1 case  notified  during 


West 
Middle 
North 
Camelon  . 


4 

8 

11 

6 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis— There  were  15  notifications 
received  during  the  year  1949  compared  with  9 during  the  year  1948. 

The  W ard  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  ■ 

East  9 


West 

Middle 

North 

Camelon 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum— There  were  2 cases  notified  during 

the  year.  5 

The  \V ard  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  ' 

East  ...  t 

west  ....  ....  ;;;;  ;;;;  ;;;;  - _ 

Middle  .... 

North  ....  ....  i 

Camelon  ....  ....  

Whooping  Cough— There  was  1 case  notified  in  the  East  Ward 

during  the  year. 
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11.4 

27.8 

36.42 

5.83 


5.9 
13.6 

6.9 
4.72 


SEWAGE  WORKS,  DALDERSE 
Operational  Report  for  year  ending  15th  May,  1950 

Recorded  flow  of  sewage  to  Works  (approx.)  1 

Raw  sludge  treated  . ..  = -•  4118  tons 

Digested  sludge  pumped  to  drying  beds 

Average  analysis  for  year 

Results  expressed  in  parts  of  100,000 

Raw  Sewage.  Final  Effluent. 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours) 

B.O.D.  (5  day) 

Suspended  solids  .... 

Chloride  (as  Cl) 

Sludge  Analysis 

Raw  Sludge  Digested  Sludge 

n ■ S ?!P,t34*r " 5&67%  °'g‘mC  foS  >9 .08%  I 

0 °Minerai  Matter  41.33%  Mineral  Matter  46.28% 

Average  volume  and  composition  of  gas 

2,621  cubic  feet  1 

Per  day  . ..  0.047  cubic  feet 

Per  head  of  population 

Composition  . ^ a to/ 

Methane  ....  • 

Carbon  Dioxide  %‘Zo? 

Hydrogen  •••• 

Oxygen  -•  m 

Gross  calorific  value,  687. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Annual 

Report  : WATER  SUPPLY 

The  quality  and  quantity  of  water  for  domestic  and  industrial 
purposes  continues  to  be  satisfactory.  Samples  taken  during 
vear  of  the  sources  of  supply  show  the  water  supplied  by  the  Stirling 
and  Falkirk  Water  Board  to  be  chemically  and  bactenologically  of  a 
hieh  standard  The  consumpt,  excluding  metered  supplies,  was  5 
gallons  per  head  per  day,  the  total  amount  supplied  being  82  gallon 

P"  One  cPom$iaint  was  received  and  investigation  revealed  that  the 
frrmhlp  was  caused  by  the  failure  of  an  automatic  valve. 

Greenhorn’s  Well  is  still  in  use  as  a public  drinking  fountain,  and 
samples  taken  show  it  to  be  suitable  despite  the  rather  high  iron 
content.  The  piping  of  this  well  was  examined  during  t y , 
cleaned  and  renewed  where  necessary. 

drainage 

The  inadequacy  of  some  of  the  main  sewers  has  been  causing 
difficulty  for  some  time.  The  scheme  for  augmentation  and  improve- 
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ment  of  these  sewers  submitted  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  has  been 
approved  by  the  Town  Council,  and  some  of  the  works  are  in  an 
advanced  stage  of  preparation.  These  will  be  proceeded  with  during 
the  present  year.  The  completion  of  this  work  will  remove  the 
present  difficulties  and  make  sewers  available  for  the  further  develop- 
ment of  the  existing  housing  sites. 

The  problem  of  trade  wastes,  while  not  causing  difficulty  in  the 
sewers  themselves,  is  dealt  with  under  " Sewage  Disposal  ”. 

Fourteen  alterations  to  existing  drains,  which  were  inspected 
and  approved  by  the  Department,  resulted  in  the  installation  of  14 
water-closets,  4 wash-hand  basins,  3 baths,  1 shower-bath,  4 wash- 
tubs,  1 sink  and  1 urinal. 
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FACTORIES 


i INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


— i 

M/c 

Number 

Number  of 

M/c 

Premises 

line 

No. 

in 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

No.  ; 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

62 

24 

2 

— 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

2 

202 

121 

— 

— 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 

which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 

out-workers’  premises) 

3 

15 

19 



3 

Total 

279 

164 

2 

— 

2. Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

M/C 

t 

M/c  - 

Referred 

which 

line 

Particulars 

line 

prosecutions 

No. 

No. 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l)  .... 

4 

2 

3 

— 

2 

. — 

4 

5 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  .... 
Unreasonable  temper- 

5 

6 

6 

ature  (S.3)  .... 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  .... 
Sanitary  conveniences 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

(S.7) — 

(a)  insufficient 

9 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

9 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

10 

5 

16 

— 

3 

— . 

10 

(c)  not  separate  for 

11 



— 

11 

sexes  .... 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  (not  includ- 

ing offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

Total 

12 

60 

3 

11 

2 

21 

— 

3 

9 

— 

12 

60 

Total 
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RIVERS  POLLUTION 

The  pollution  of  the  River  Carron  continues,  and  samples  taken 
during  the  year  showed  that  the  river  is  extensively  polluted  before 
it  reaches  the  Burgh  boundary.  While  its  condition  may  not  be  a 
danger  to  health,  it  sometimes  almost  reaches  the  stage  of  bein^  a 
nuisance. 

The  non-tidal  part  of  the  river,  if  cleared  of  pollution,  could  be 
an  excellent  place  and  provide  pleasure  to  the  citizens,  whereas?,  at 
present,  it  is  unsightly  and  unpleasant.  In  warm  weather  children 
swim  in  the  water. 

In  the  Burgh,  the  burns  which  flow  into  the  river  have  been  kept 
under  observation.  The  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  golf 
course  burn  has  been  maintained. 

A complaint  was  received  of  oil  pollution  in  the  river  which 
appeared  to  have  been  caused  by  an  accident  to  the  motor  fuel  pump 
at  a bus  garage,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  prevent  this  in  future. 

Another  burn  which  takes  the  effluents  from  two  septic  tanks 
was  the  subject  of  complaint  by  a local  farmer.  Samples  of  the  water 
revealed  that  the  water  was  not  harmful  to  cattle.  Cleaning  and 
repair  of  one  septic  tank  was  carried  out  by  the  owners  on  request  by 
the  Department,  and  no  further  cause  for  complaint  has  been 
recorded. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  is  no  change  in  the  number  of  these  trades  in  the  Burgh, 
and  79  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Roughcastle  Fisfr  Works  which,  for  many  years,  has  given 
trouble  by  offensive  odours,  both  air-borne  and  from  the  sewers,  has 
been  completely  reorganised  during  the  year.  Improvements  were 
carried  out  to  the  sewer  ventilation  in  the  Lime  Road  area  to  reduce 
the  offensive  odours.  In  this  work,  the  co-operation  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  was  sought. 

More  permanent  improvement  has  resulted  from  the  change  in 
processing  plant  at  the  works.  The  method  now  adopted,  whereby 
the  steam  is  not  in  direct  contact  with  the  fish,  has  eliminated  almost 
the  whole  of  the  former  sewer  effluent  and,  apart  from  floor  washings, 
there  is  now  no  putrifying  effluent  discharged  from  the  works  to  the 
sewer.  Since  this  plant  came  into  operation,  no  trouble  has  been 
experienced.  The  proprietors  of  the  firm  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  improvements.  Their  co-operation  has  been  much  appreciated 
in  finding  a solution  to  the  serious  nuisance  which  formerly  took 
place. 

FACTORIES 

One  hundred  and  sixty-four  inspections  were  made  of  factories 
during  the  year.  There  are  279  factories  on  the  Register,  and  11 
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defects  were  noted  during  inspection  or  reported  by  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories.  The  number  of  defects  remedied  was  21,  including  som 
outstanding  from  the  previous  year. 

burials 

One  burial  was  undertaken  by  the  Department  of  a man  who 
died  with  no  relatives  or  friends  willing  to undertake  this  du  y. 

For  administrative  reasons,  this  work  is  now  undertaken  by  the 

Social  Welfare  Officer. 

burial  grounds 

The  cemetery  owned  by  the  local  authority  continues  to  be  kept 
in  splend-d  order,  and  reflects  great  credit  on  the  Superintendent 

an<1  Th^Department  of  Health  has  now  approved  in  principle  the 
proposals  for  the  Crematorium,  but  it  will  be  some  time  e ore 
erection  can  be  undertaken. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

,1  . fiftppn  eirl  pupils  at  one  of  the  local  schools 

becameTill^fter  eating  a meal  prepared  by  themselves  in  the  school 
kitchen  The  only  foods  used  in  common  were  egg  powder  and  mil  . 
sSS  of  these  were  sent  for  biological  examination- 


for  investigation. 

HOUSING 
Houses  Erected 

The  number  of  houses  under  construction  by  the  Local  Authority 
at  ^’ThiPtable^beiow^v^the^details  of  Local  Authority  houses. 


1919  Act  Scheme 
1923  Act  Scheme 
Insanitary  Area  Scheme 
Composite  Scheme  .... 

Bog  Road  Development 
Windsor  Road  Development 
East  Carmuirs  Development 


Number 

of 

houses. 

230 
. 112 
1270 
1320 
278 
132 
200 


Totals 


3542 


Number 

Number 

Number 

let  since 

let 

still 

last  report. 

to  date. 

to  let. 



230 

— 

' 

112 

— ; 



1270 

— - 



1320 

— 

50 

192 

86 

24 

78 

54 

36 

184 

16 

110 

3386 

156 
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FOOD  ADMINISTRATION 

The  administration  of  the  many  Acts,  Orders  and  Regulations 
associated  with  food  entails  a considerable  amount  of  work  by  the 
Sanitary  Department.  This  legislation  increases  annually  and  the 
time  spent  by  the  staff  increases  correspondingly.  The  sophistication 
or  adulteration  of  food  continues  to  be  almost  negligible  and,  on  the 
whole,  the  food  traders  have  co-operated  willingly  in  preventing  the 
sale  of  unfit  foodstuffs  to  the  public. 


(a)  MEAT 

The  slaughtering  of  animals  for  human  consumption  for  the 
whole  of  Eastern  Stirlingshire  continues  to  be  carried  out  at  the 
Falkirk  Corporation  Slaughterhouse.  The  buildings  are  old  and  do 
not  lend  themselves  to  easy  working,  but  the  methods  employed  for 
meat  detention  and  inspection  are  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  appointed 
Meat  Inspector,  to  succeed  Mr.  Peter  Bell,  M.R.C.V.S.,  who  retired 
after  45  years’  service  with  the  Local  Authority. 

Due  to  the  pressure  of  work  on  the  Superintendent  and  Detention 
Officer,  steps  were  being  taken  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  appoint  an 
Assistant  Detention  Officer. 

The  reconstruction  proposals  for  the  slaughterhouse  have  now 
been  approved  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  the  Ministry  of 
Food,  and  during  the  present  year  it  is  hoped  to  see  the  whole  work 
completed. 

One  complaint  regarding  unfit  meat  was  investigated  during  the 
year  and  steps  were  taken  to  prevent  a recurrence. 

Tripe  cleaning  is  still  undertaken  by  the  Local  Authority  at  the 
slaughterhouse,  and  during  the  year  4,252  tripes,  18,090  sheep  bags 
and  2,296  sets  of  feet  were  cleaned  and  made  available  for  human 
consumption. 

The  Department  have  encouraged  the  contractors  employed 
delivering  meat  from  the  slaughterhouse  to  the  butchers  to  improve 
their  vehicles  to  ensure  better  protection  of  the  meat  from  dust  and 
other  contamination.  Some  improvements  have  been  carried  out. 

The  Ministry  of  Food,  however,  should  investigate  the  whole 
question  of  meat  transportation,  including  the  transport  of  frozen 
meat  by  rail  and  road,  and  take  action  to  improve  the  existing 
conditions  which  are  far  from  satisfactory. 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  shows  an  increase 
wer  the  figure  for  1948,  the  increase  being  mainly  in  the  number  of 
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cattle.  The  table  below  gives  the  figures  relative  to  each  class  of 
animal. 

Table  “ A ” 




Number  of  Animals.  __ 

Weight  (in  lbs.)  ' 
of  condemned  j 
meat  and  offals,  jj 

Class  of 
Animals. 

Slaughtered. 

Wholly 

condemned. 

Fartiany 

condemned. 

Cattle  .... 
Calves  .... 
Sheep  ... 
Pigs 

4,392 

1,556 

22,605 

4,500 

81 

25 

15 

23 

10 

5 

2 

98,496 

1,077 

4,541 

2,833 

Totals 

33,053 

144 

1 17 

106,947 

(c)  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

ass.?  ss  a ] 

I 

“ liLulive  Committee  of  the  Totem  Council  after  ! 

the  producer. 

(d)  FOOD  LABELLING  ORDERS 

labelling  o hood  and  rm  fS  ^comply  wkhXoXs  havhbeen' 
noted. 

(e)  ICE  CREAM 

«.«ssrsg 

re^1S^^hstandin™  applications  ma^nly^refer^to_manufacturMS^ho 

kmdsSthaveUnol  co^dthe  work.  It  is  hoped  that  all  outstand.ng 
applications  will  be  disposed  of  this  year. 
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The  co-operation  of  the  trade  has  been  good,  and  with  the 
improved  premises  and  equipment,  together  with  clean  handling  of 
the  materials,  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  a more  hygienic 
product  than  before. 


The  number  of  samples  of  ice  cream  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis  was  69,  and  wide  variations  in  fat  content  were  noted.  Eight 
samples  which  contained  less  than  2.5  per  cent  fat  were  notified  to  the 
Department  of  Health  in  terms  of  D.H.S.  Circular  No.  32/1949. 

Seventy  samples  were  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination 
and  an  extract  of  the  results  showed  : — 


46  samples  with  counts  less  than 
4 samples  with  counts  between 
6 samples  with  counts  between 
4 samples  with  counts  between 
10  samples  with  counts  over  - 

Seventeen  of  the  samples  showed  positive  B.  Coli  in  1/100  ml. 
The  results  were  notified  to  the  merchants  concerned. 


100,000  per  ml. 
100,000/200,000  per  ml. 
200,000/500,000  per  ml. 
500,000/1,000,000  per  ml. 
1,000,000  per  ml. 


(f)  OTHER  FOODS 

In  the  course  of  inspecting  food  premises,  or  as  the  result  of 
requests  from  shopkeepers,  the  undernoted  foodstuffs  were  examined 
and  found  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Fish 

Meat  .... 

Sweets 
Vegetables 
Other  Foodstuffs 
Tinned  Foods,  etc. 


1548 

152 

56 

80| 

58} 

1670 


lbs. 


tins 


No  difficulties  were  experienced  the  work  and  the 
were  most  helpful. 


traders 


(b)  MILK 
(1)  Dairies 

1 hree  hundred  and  twenty-two  inspections  were  made  of  dairy 
premises  during  the  year,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  record  that  in  few 
m stances  was  it  necessary  to  call  for  improvements  in  the  handling 

of  the  milk. 

% 

During  the  year  an  additional  byre  was  provided  on  one  farm 
producing  designated  milk. 

Eighteen  notices  were  served  requiring  the  limewashing  of 

dairy  premises. 
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(2)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Orders 

The  number  of  licences  issued  was  twenty- two. 

The  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Creamery  has  been 
undergoing  considerable  reconstruction  and  the  work  has  still  to  be 
completed.  The  milk  is  now  pasteurised  in  an  A.P.V.  high- 1 te: mpera- 
ture^short-time  plant,  while  new  bottle  washing  and  bottle  filling 
plant  are  in  use.  Samples  of  the  milk  and  washed  bottles  have  been 
satisfactory,  and  no  failures  to  pass  the  prescribed  tests  for  pasteur- 
ised milk  have  been  recorded  since  the  plant  was  installed. 

Two  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  failed  to  pass  the  phosphatase 
test  prior  to  the  installation  of  the  new  plant,  and  investigation 
revealed  the  causes  which  were  remedied. 

One  hundred  and  ten  samples  of  graded  milks  were  submitted 
to  the  prescribed  tests.  One  failure  was  of  a sample  of  school  milk 
supplied  by  a local  dealer  to  a county  school.  All  failures  were 
notified  to  the  producers  or  retailers  and  follow-up  samples  taken. 
Six  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  biological  examination  and 
the  results  were  all  satisfactory  after  guinea  pig  inoculation  tests. 

Of  five  complaints  received  and  dealt  with  by  the  Department, 
three  referred  to  milk  of  poor-keeping  quality  and  two  were  in 
regard  to  foreign  matter  in  the  bottles. 


(3)  Scottish  Milk-Testing  Scheme 

The  laboratory  operated  by  the  Department  continues  to 

function  well  and  plays  an  important  part  samples 

coming  milk  supplied  to  the  Burgh.  During  the  year  1,725  samples 
of  milk  were  procured  and  subjected  to  the  tests  laid  down  in  th 
scheme  while  1,359  of  the  samples  were  also  submitted  to  the  Gerber 
test  for’  butter  fat  content  and  799  to  the  Methylene  Blue  test. 

With  the  approval  of  the  Department  of  Health,  the  Scottish 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Creamery,  which  has  no  laboratory 
has  been  included  in  the  scheme  operated  by  the  Department  Thu 
all  producers  sending  milk  to  the  Creamery  have  their  milk 
subjected  to  weekly  tests. 

In  connection  with  the  testing  scheme,  the  Department  sent 
notifications  regarding  failures  to  all  concerned,  viz  .—18t>  to  pro 
ducers,  38  to  other  local  authorities  and  the  Milk  Marketing  Board, 
and  five  to  the  Department  of  Health. 

The  co-operation  received  from  the  local  authorities,  their  officers 
and  others,  has  been  good,  and  it  is  believed  thft^e^em^3 * Sblde°nf 
good  work  in  improving  the  keeping  quality  of  the  milk  table 
of  the  Appendix  shows  details  of  the  results  of  the  samples. 


Results  of  Milk  Samples  Tested  in  Department’s  Laboratory 
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